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OE Memo  
Anticipating a Relatively Normal Life in Community for Fall 2020 

In May we sent you a memo that outlined the COVID-19 preparations we are making at the Oregon Extension to 
ensure, as much as we are able, a coronavirus-free environment for all of us in the fall.  One of those 
preparations is that all incoming students and staff will self-quarantine for 14 days, beginning August 15.  This is 
a key provision to keeping the virus away from all of us in the fall. We are serious about it.

The OE campus is isolated on a mountain.  If all students arrive in August without being carriers of the virus, 
we have near perfect conditions here to keep a virus-free campus for the remainder of the semester.

We want all of you to have a nearly-normal OE fall experience—living together in cabins, sharing meals, sitting 
in the classroom and in professors’ homes together, talking face to face without masks or social distancing 
(after quarantine), working shoulder-to-shoulder on the farm, camping out, experiencing the wild west.  With the 
right precautions, we can live together on this mountain and not need to strap on masks or hunker down alone 
in front of screens.  But to get to that point, we all have to play our part.  Each and every one of us.  This is a 
big deal.  If one person brings the virus, it will shed and impact all of us. 

In May we pictured two alternative ways to quarantine—one at home and one at the OE. There are rising 
numbers of outbreaks across the US and current predictions that this will continue.  Since travel increases the 
risk of exposure, we have decided that all fall 2020 OE students must do their quarantine here at the OE. 
This will require you to arrive at the OE the weekend of August 15-16.  This arrival date will be similar to the 
newly revised start dates of many colleges' fall semster in response to COVID.  If you have already made 
your flight reservations, most airlines will allow you to change the date without any change fees.  We 
appreciate your flexibility and understanding during this unique time in our history.  

Each student will be provided with a tent* in a campground on campus.  Students with high risk factors will be 
housed in cabins.  Campers will have access to clean bathroom facilities that are sanitized throughout the day. 
We have an outdoor kitchen and most meals will be shared as a community, with mandatory social distancing.  
There will not be an additional fee for lodging, but there will be a modest fee for groceries and group meals  
($140 for the two weeks).  Students will move into their assigned cabins at the end of quarantine. 

We’ll make the most of it!  Think of it—a two-week CAMPOUT!  Weather is warm and dry in August, no rain to 
worry about.  We know each of you will bring unique gifts to make the experience fun and memorable.  There 
will be some chores to spread around (trail maintenance, carpentry, gardening, disinfectant contests), along 
with abundant time to hike, ride bikes, get acquainted, read beach novels, play guitar, swim, canoe, explore the 
forest, stargaze, and unwind before we begin the academic semester on August 31. 

We have decided this is the safest approach to the semester for all of us. 

*If you have your own lightweight tent, feel free to bring it.  We know you’ll have a sleeping bag since we’ve already asked
you to bring one for the September backpacking trips.  We have foam sleeping pads, but if you have a backpacking
inflatable pad, feel free to bring that.  Hammocks are also a good idea.
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Pre-Semester Quarantine Promise 

_______ I agree to arrive at the OE the weekend of August 15-16 to quarantine on campus for 14 days 
before the beginning of the semester.   

_______ I request to be assigned one of the cabins for the following (health-related) reason(s): 

_______ I am unable to quarantine at the OE beginning the weekend of August 15-16 for the following 
reason(s).  We will follow up with you by phone or email to discuss. 

Signed ___________________________________________  Date ____________________ 

Have you been tested for COVID-19?  If so, when was the test (date _______________) and what was the 

result  (_____positive  /  ______negative).  Having tested positive will not prevent you from coming to the OE. 

In late July we will send to each incoming student a travel kit that will include a fetching face mask, hand 
sanitizer, tissues, some Clif Bars, and safe travel instructions.  Realizing that you will be making flight 
reservations before that, one small bit of advice now—the window seat on an aircraft will minimize your 
exposure to airborne virus. 

My mailing address for the week of July 27-31, where I can receive the OE travel kit, will be: 

PRINT OUT THIS FORM.  RETURN THIS PAGE SIGNED & COMPLETED BY JULY 15.  Either by mail to: 

Star Tarrant (828) 773-4406 
Oregon Extension 
15097 Hwy 66 
Ashland, OR  97520 

OR scan and attach to email, send to star@oregonextension.org 


