
 
Update on Oregon Extension Fall Semester 2020 

• We can control any contact students have with the wider 
community.  We do not allow students to have cars, so they do 
not have personal access to town.  This is one of the assets of  
the fall experience here even in normal times—an isolated mountain outpost where community flourishes in a very small-scale manner. 

• Students prepare their own food in their cabins, and need groceries.  We oversee any trips to town, which are made on small buses 
that we professors chauffer.  In a typical semester, we take all the students to town once a week for groceries.  If needed, we can 
organize these to involve only designated shoppers (students trained in appropriate shopping hygiene).  With our large vegetable 
garden, much of the fresh produce students eat will have passed only through their own hands. 

• Geographically, our region is one of the least coronavirus-impacted areas in the country.  Oregon has been very proactive at 
controlling the outbreak, and instituted a statewide stay-at-home order on March 23, the fifth state to do so.  And we are in one of 
the least densely populated counties in the state. 

• We have cancelled all spring programs that would otherwise bring visitors to our campus, and the 16 permanent residents are 
strictly observing the state ordered stay-at-home policy.   

• Our campus is a hundred acres inside a 114,000-acre national monument.  We have endless options for recreational social 
distancing:  long hikes, creek rambles, and mountain biking on forest trails.   

 
Our campus was built in 1929 as a small mountain town called Lincoln to support a family-owned lumber mill.  The stock market crashed  
a week after the mill fired up, and two months later John Henry, the owner of the mill and the town, shut down the mill.  He told all the 
recently arrived inhabitants of Lincoln that they could remain in their homes and bungalows rent-free until the mill re-opened.  Many 
stayed—it was the beginning of the Great Depression, and there were no other jobs to go to.  Residents who stayed planted vegetable 
gardens, hunted deer, and bartered to make ends meet. 
 

 
 
We are proud of this heritage.  It’s a spirit of neighborly kindheartedness that resides in this physical place.  Students feel it, alumni 
remember it.  Our remote forest village is a place that invites people, even in normal times, to pull together and look after one another. 
 
It is hard to know exactly what is ahead.  Right now we are communicating to you our present intention to proceed with the fall semester.  
Internally we are working proactively to define and enact campus protocols that will fit the possible pandemic situation that will exist in 
the fall.  No doubt it will impact our normal operation, and we will follow CDC best practices for maintaining a healthy seclusion and 
onsite hygiene.  As this strategy becomes refined, and the semester draws near, we will communicate to you the protocols we’ll have in 
place for the fall 2020 semester.  
 
In the meantime, we’re here to answer any questions that come up.   You can contact Star Tarrant at star@oregonextension.org. 

 

The faculty and staff of the Oregon Extension intend to proceed  
with a full semester for fall 2020.  Here are the central reasons we, at  
this point in time, believe it is advisable to do so: 
 

• The OE campus is in a remote, secluded forest location, 21 miles 
up a winding mountain road from the nearest town (Ashland—
population 19,000), and 300 miles from significant urban centers 
(Portland, San Francisco).  The OE professors and staff live on 
campus year-round, and we make up a community of sixteen.  
When students arrive in the fall, there will be about 45 of us. 


